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on with the additions from each sub-district, until Lake
Kyoga is reached. There a canoe is ready, and the food is
put into it and rowed to an island where a priest takes the
food and offers it to the god by scattering it upon the water.
This offering averts plague and death." 1
The Kukis of Assam think that an earthquake is caused
by the underground folk shaking the earth in order to ascer-
tain whether there are still people alive on the surface of the
ground. So when they feel the tremor of an earthquake they
shout " Alive ! Alive ! "to reassure the underground folk.2
All the Friendly Islands of the Pacific " are subject to
earthquakes, which are both frequent and violent. . . . One
of the gods (some say Maui, and others say Lofia) is said to
be reposing in the heart of the volcano at Tofua, and that the
earthquake is either caused by the excessive nodding of the
deity, or by the act of turning from the one side to the other,
when too much irritated by the effects of his fiery bed.
Whichever it may be, the natives invariably raise a great
shout, during the continuance of the tremulous motion, for
the purpose of thoroughly awakening the Plutonic deity,
lest his nodding and uneasiness should, unhappily, overturn
the world altogether. The custom still prevails; although
the belief of the native mind as to the supposed cause of the
earthquake has long since been abandoned." 3
In the Persian province of Rey, to the south of the Caspian,
there is a lofty mountain, called Donbawend or Demavend,
from the top of which a sulphurous vapour, accompanied
sometimes by smoke and flames, is seen to issue from a num-
ber of holes in the ground. The popular opinion is that these
are caused by the breathing of a certain Biourasf who was
imprisoned in a cave on the mountain long ago, and whose
groans can still be heard at the mouth of the cavern. Others
will have it that the fiery breath conies from the mouths of the
fallen angels whom King Solomon imprisoned there in the
cave ; but we are not told that the people pay any homage,
either to Biourasf or to the bad angels.4
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